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LETTEE OF TEANSMITTAL. 



Office of Factory Inspectors, 

Provtoence, E. I., January 1, 1901. 

To His Excellency Willum Gregory, 

Governor State of Rhode Island. 

Governor: — In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 68 
of the General Laws, we have the honor to submit to you, and 
through you to the General Assembly, this the seventh annual 
report of the Factory Inspectors of this State, covering the in- 
spection of factories, workshops, and mercantile establishments 
during the year ending December 31, 1900. 

Bespectf uUy submitted, 

J. ELLEEY HUDSON, 
HELEN M. JENKS, 

Factory InspecUn^s. 



REPORT. 



The State Factory Inspectors respectfully present their seventh 
annual report as follows : 

We have, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 68 of the 
General Laws, inspected five hundred and ninety-five (696) estab- 
lishments during the year ending December 31, 1900. This is an 
increase of forty-six (46) over the number visited in 1899. The 
new establishments are pretty evenly distributed among the varied 
industries in the State. 

The number employed in the various establishments coming 
under the factory inspection laws was found to be as follows : 

Males of sixteen years of age and over 44,337 

Females of sixteen years of age and over 32,216 

Whole number of adults 76,662 

Males under sixteen years of age 2,844 

Females under sixteen years of ages 2,409 

Whole number of children 6,263 

Total number employed 81,806 

A comparison of the foregoing figures with those reported last 
year shows an increase of two thousand five hundred and two 
(2,602) in the number of men employed ; an increase of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty-four (1,764) in the number of women 
employed; an increase of two hundred and eighty-nine (289) in 
the number of boys employed ; and an increase of two hundred 
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and ninety-eight (298) in the number of girls employed ; a total 
increase of four thousand eight hundred and forty-three (4,843). 

Of this increase in the number of employees, two thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-nine (2,779) adults and two hundred and 
seventy-three (273) children were found in the new places visited, 
and one thousand four hundred and seventy-seven (1,477) adults 
and three hundred and fourteen (314) children comprise the in- 
crease in the number employed this year in the establishments in- 
cluded in last year's report. 

By the foregoing it will be noticed that there has been an in- 
crease of 587 in the number of children employed in our State. 
The first thought is, naturally, that this increase is to be looked 
for in the cotton and woolen mills which give employment to a 
large proportion of our laboring people, and in which 70 per 
cent, of all the children employed are to be found at work. But a 
careful examination of the statistics which form a large portion of 
this report reveals the fact that the greater part of this increase in 
child labor is to be found in industries other than cotton or 
woolen. In 1899 the combined cotton and woolen industries of 
the State gave employment to 3,533 children or 75.7 per cent, of all 
the children employed. This year those industries employed 3,689 
children, or 70.2 per cent, of the whole number under 16 years of 
age. This is an increase of 154 in the actual number employed, 
but a decrease of 5.5 per cent, in the relative number. 

In 1899, the industries other than cotton or woolen gave em- 
ployment to 1,133 children, or 24.3 per cent, of the whole number 
under 16 years of age. This year the same class of industries em- 
ployed 1,566 children, or 29.8 per cent, of all ; an actual increase 
over the year 1899 of 433 and a proportionate increase of 5.5 per 
cent. 

The following table shows the number of adults and children 
employed in the State, by counties, cities, and towns : 
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The State, Counties, Cities, and Towns. 



The State 

Providence County. . . . 

BurrlUville 

Central Falls 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence. . 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence 
North Smithfleld. 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfleld 

Woonsocket , 

Bristol County 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich.., 

Warwick 

West Greenwich . . 

Newport County 

Newport , 

Tiverton 

Washington County 

Hopkinton , 

North Einerstown . 

Richmond 

South Kingtown.. 
Westerly 

2 



Number of 
Adults. 


Number of 
Children. 


Total 
Number. 


Percentage 
of Children. 


76,552 


5,263 


81,805 


6.4 


68,612 


4,148 


67,760 


6.1 


1,771 


124 


1,895 


6.5 


2,168 


146 


2,814 


6.8 


418 


6 


419 


1.4 


8,499 


183 


3,682 


6. 


925 


6 


981 


.6 


656 


85 


741 


11.5 


2,452 


167 


2,619 


6.4 


801 


89 


890 


10. 


699 


45 


744 


6. 


8,968 


887 


9,800 


8.5 


88,498 


1,796 


85,294 


5.1 


552 


64 


616 


10.4 


535 


43 


578 


7.4 


6,680 


557 


7,287 


7.7 


2,705 


176 


2,881 


6.1 


1,597 


75 


1,672 


4.5 


1,108 


101 


1,209 


8.4 


6,685 


734 


7,419 


9.9 


1,233 


161 


1,394 


11.5 


210 


24 


284 


10.4 


5,222 


549 


5,771 


9.5 


20 




20 




750 


71 


8*^1 


8.6 


838 


18 


851 


3.7 


412 


58 


470 


12.0 


2.800 


124 


2,924 


4.2 


231 


2 


233 


.9 


786 


39 


826 


4.7 


398 


26 


419 


6.2 


618 


28 


646 


4.8 


772 


29 


801 


3,6 
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As will be seen by the foregoing table, the increase in the num- 
ber of children employed during the past year was mainly in the 
cities of Providence, Pawtucket, and Woonsocket, the increase in 
those cities being 256, 277, and 124, respectively. A very large 
proportion of the increase in Woonsocket is due to the addition 
of two industries, viz. : the Lawton Spinning Co., employing 53 
children, and the Lafayette Worsted Co., with 41 children. Both 
are finely appointed mills, with excellent sanitary arrangements. 
In Pawtucket nearly one-half of the increase in child labor was in 
the factory of the Hope Webbing Co., one of the brightest and 
best appointed places in the State where employment is given to 
children. In Providence the increase is more evenly divided 
among the several industries. In twelve of the towns, viz. : Cum- 
berland, East Providence, Johnston, North Providence, North 
Smithfield, Bristol, Coventry, Warwick, Tiverton, Hopkinton, 
South Kingstown, and Westerly, there has been a decrease in 
the number of children employed. By counties the increase has 
been: Providence, 675; Newport, 1; total, 676. The decrease 
for the remaining counties has been : Bristol, 5 ; Kent, 62 ; 
Washington, 22 ; total, 89. Net increase, 587. In 1899, of all the 
employees in the various manufacturing and mercantile establish- 
ments in the State coming under the provisions of the factory 
inspection law, 6 per cent, were children. This year the number 
of children at work comprises 6.4 per cent, of the total number 
employed. 

In our annual reports for 1898 and 1899 we recommended the 
enactment of an amendment to our present law, embodying the 
requirement that — "No person, firm, or corporation who shall be 
deemed a factory, manufacturing, or mercantile establishment 
within the meaning of the law, shall employ any child under fif- 
teen years of age while the public schools of the town or city 
where such child resides are in session, unless furnished with a 
certificate from the school authorities of such town or city that 
such child can read and write the English language." We still 
believe that the necessity for such an amendment exists. Prob- 
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ably the foregoing may, by some, be thought to be too radical in 
its requirements, and possibly it may be ; but some means should 
be devised to secure, as far as possible to all of our children, the 
rudiments of an education. At the least they should be required 
to have the ability to read and write their native language before 
they are permitted to enter our factories and workshops as em- 
ployees, and the extent of such ability should be determined by a 
certificate from the school authorities, attesting the fact that the 
children seeking employment have passed some specified grade 
of instruction. Such a requirement would, we believe, be produc- 
tive of more good than could be expected to result from the simple 
extension of the age limit. 

We offer the foregoing suggestions as a basis for consideration 
and feel confident that, if the combined wisdom of our legislators 
and of the members of the State Board of Education could be 
brought to bear upon the subject, the result would be a beneficial 
enactment. 

The following table shows the material growth of the work of 
this department since the enactment of the factory inspection 
law in 1894, and will also give some idea of the increased business 
activity in our State for the past few years : 



Yeab. 



1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 



Number of 

places yia- 

ited. 


Namber of 
Adults em- 
ployed. 


Children 
employed. 


Total em- 
ployed. 


294 


56,109 


5,217 


60,326 


293 


53,523 


4,473 


57,996 


379 


50,068 


4,065 


54,138 


355 


56,072 


4,786 


60,858 


438 


68,259 


4,539 


67,798 


549 


72,296 


4,666 


76,962 


595 


76,552 


5,253 


81,805 



Peroenta^ire 
of children. 

8.5 
7.7 
7.5 
7.9 
6.5 
6.0 
6.4 



By the foregoing it will be seen that in the number of places 
affected by the provisions of the factory inspection law there 
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4 

has been an increase of 301, or 102 per cent.; and an increase in 
the number of employees of 21,479. From 1894 to 1896 there was 
a decrease of 6,193. Since 1896 there has been an increase in the 
number employed of 27,672. 

It is gratifying to be able to report a still further decrease in the 
number of accidents. The whole number reported during the 
year was 79, a decrease of 18. Four of the accidents were fatal. 

Our relations with the employers of the State have been very 
pleasant, and we have found them always ready to do anything in 
their power for the safety and comfort of their employees. 

EespectfuUy submitted, 

J. ELLEEY HUDSON, 
HELEN M. JENKS, 

Factory Jnspectors. 
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FACTORY INSPECTION, 



CHAPTER 68. 

OF FACTORY INSPECTION. 

Section 1. No child under twelve years of age shall be children under 

^ twelve years of 

employed in any factory, manufacturing or mercantile estab- l^pfo * ^^ ^ 
lishment, within this state. It shall be the duty of every ^^^' 
person, firm or corporation employing children, to keep a Reicisterof 

children under 

register in which shall be recorded the name, birthplace, age, ^^^^^^^^ 
and place of residence of every person employed under the ^®^*' 
age of sixteen years ; and said register shall be produced for 
inspection on demand by either of the inspectors appointed 
under this chapter. 

Sec. 2. No person, firm or corporation employing less than what deemed 
five persons who are women or children shall be deemed a thi^ohaite^r 
factory, manufacturing or mercantile establishment within 
the meaning of this chapter. 

Sec. 3. The governor shall, within the fifteenth and thir- Factory inspec- 

^ ' tors ; how ap- 

tieth days of June, in the year eighteen hundred ninety- term ofoSoe. 
seven, and between the fifteenth and thirtieth days of June 
in every third year thereafter, appoint two factory inspectors, 
one of whom shall be a woman, whose term of office shall be 
three years from date of their appointment and until their 
successors shall qualify. They shall at all times be subject Removal from 

^ 'f J » J office, and 

to removal by the governor for neglect of duty or malfeas- vacancies. 
ance in the discharge of duty ; and in case of removal, as 
aforesaid, or of vacancies in said offices from any cause, the 
governor shall appoint successors to fill such vacancies for 
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Duties of in- 
spectors. 



Expenses. 



Hoistinflp-shafts 
and well-holes 
to be properly 
enclosed. 



the unexpired term of said office. The said inspectors shall 
be empowered to visit and inspect, at all reasonable hours, 
and as often as practicable, the factories, workshops, and 
other establishments in the state employing women or chil- 
dren, and shall report to the general assembly of this state 
at its January session in each year, including in said report 
the names of the factories, the number of such hands em- 
ployed, and the number of hours work performed each week. 
It shall also be the duty of said inspectors to enforce the pro- 
visions of this chapter, and to prosecute all violations of the 
same before any court of competent jurisdiction in the state. 
The said inspectors shall devote their whole time and atten- 
tion to the duties of their respective offices. In case of any 
conflict of authority between the said inspectors, either of 
them may apply for instructions to the governor, whose de- 
cision of the controversy, after hearing the statement of each 
inspector and making such further investigation of the cir- 
cumstances as he may deem necessary, shall be final. 

Sec. 4. All necessary expenses incurred by such inspectors 
in the discharge of their duties shall be paid from the funds 
of the state, upon the presentation of proper vouchers for the 
same approved by the governor: Provided, that not more 
than twelve hundred dollars shall be expended by the said 
inspectors in the aggregate in any one year. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent or lessee 
of any such factory, manufacturing or mercantile establish- 
ment, where hoisting-shafts or well-holes are used, to cause 
the same to be properly and substantially enclosed or secured 
if, in the opinion of the inspectors, it is necessary to protect 
the life or limbs of those employed in such establishments. 
It shall be the duty of the owners, agent or lessee to provide 
or to cause to be provided, such proper trap or automatic 
doors, so fastened in or at all elevator-ways as to form sub- 
stantial surfaces when closed, and so constructed as to open 
and close by action of the elevator in its passage either 
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ascending or descending, if so directed by said factory in- 
spectors or either one of them. 

Sec. 6. No minor under sixteen years of age shall be Jf^^een^years 
allowed to clean machinery while in motion, unless the same ofean^ma-"^* ^ 

, . 1 , • 1 • M J J ohinery while 

IS necessary and is approved by said inspectors as not dan- iq motion 
geroas. All belting and gearing shall be provided with ^®2JJJfe^^ *** 
proper safeguard. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the owners or superintend- ^©ported^^t^ 
ent to report in writing to the factory inspectors all fatal ^^ ^ "°®' 
accidents within forty-eight hours after their occurrence; 
and all accident* which prevent the injured person or persons 
from returning to work within two weeks after the injury 
shall, within one week after the expiration of such two weeks, 
be reported in writing by the person in charge of such estab- 
lishment or place to the said inspectors, stating as fully as 
possible the cause of such accidents. 

Sec. 8. Water-closets, earth-closets or privies shall be pro- water-oiosets 

' '^ ^ and separate 

vided in all places where women and children are employed, to be*pfoWded* 

■t 1. 11 • j.i_ 'J J. * 'J • i. for women and 

m such manner as shall, m the judgment of said inspectors, ^riB. 
meet the demands of health and propriety. Separate dress- 
ing-rooms for women and girls shall be provided in all estab- 
lishments where such are deemed a necessity by said factory 
inspectors ; and in every manufacturing, mechanical or mer- 
cantile establishment in which women and girls are employed 
there shall be provided conveniently located seats for such 
women and girls, and they shall be permitted to use them 
when their duties do not require their standing. 
Sec. 9. If the factory inspectors, or either one of them, find Katies of in- 

•^ '^ ' ' spectors. 

that the heating, lighting, ventilation or sanitary arrangement 
of any shop or factory is such as to be injurious to the health 
of the persons employed therein, or that the means of egress 
in case of fire or other disaster is not sufficient, or in accord- 
ance with all the requirements of law, or that the belting, 
shafting, gearing, elevators, drums and machinery in shops 
and factories are located so as to be dangerous to employees. 
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and not sufl&ciently guarded, or that the vats, pans or struct- 
ures filled with molten metal or hot liquid are not surrounded 
with proper safeguards fox preventing accident or injury to 
those employed at or near them, either or both shall notify 
the proprietor of such factory or workshop to make the altera- 
tions or additions necessary within ninety days ; and if such 
alterations or additions are not made within ninety days from 
the day of such notice, or within such time as such alterations 
can be made with proper diligence upon the part of said pro- 
prietors, said proprietors or agents shall be deemed guilty of 
violating the provisions of this chapter, subject, however, to 
the right of appeal as hereinafter provided. 

order^o/'fao- ®^^- ^^' -^^3^ pcrson who is aggrieved by any order of said 

to'Jistrior^^'^^ inspector may appeal therefrom to the district court of the 
judicial district in which the building which is the subject of 
the order is situated, by filing his reasons of appeal within 
seven days after the date of the order appealed from, and by 
giving notice thereof to the inspector who made the order 
within forty-eight hours after filing said recisons of appeal ; 
and said court shall proceed to hear the said appeal at its 
first session after such notice shall have been given, and shall 
approve, modify or revoke said order as it may deem right, 
subject, however, to the right of a jury trial afte^ decision, as 
prescribed in section seven of chapter two hundred thirty- 
seven. And any such decision of said court from which a jury 
trial is not claimed shall be final and conclusive. 

fore^tolavTan Sec. 11. The statc shall provide a suitable office for the 

use of said factory inspectors; and said factory inspectors 

May adminis- shall havc the power to administer oaths or affirmations in 

ter oaths. '^ 

cases where persons desire to verify documents connected 
with the proper enforcement of this chapter. 
violation of the ^^^' ^^' "^^^ person who knowingly violates any of the 
thiTchapter' provisious of this chapter, or who knowingly suffers or per- 
mits any child or woman to be employed in violation of its 
provisions, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, aud on 



BEPORT OF FACTORY INSPECTORS. • 65 

conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 13. A printed copy of this chapter shall be ppsted by J^^f^ copies 
the inspectors in each work-room of every factory, manufac- ^here^*^*^*^' 
turing or merca utile establishment where persons are em- 
ployed who are aflfected by the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The inspectors created by section three of this n^t^requir^to 
chapter shall not be required to give surety nor personal SLoeforoosts. 
recognizance for costs. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMElSfT OF AND IN ADDITION TO CHAP- 
TER 6a OF THE GENERAL LAWS. 

[Passed September 20, A. D. 1899.] 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. The factory inspectoi-s created under section 
three of chapter sixty-eight of the General Laws shall, in 
addition to their duties therein provided, enforce the provis- 
ions of section twenty-two, chapter one hundred ninety- 
eight, of the General Laws, and of any acts in amendment 
thereof or in addition thereto, and may prosecute all viola- 
tions of the same before any court of competent jurisdiction 
in the state. 

Sec. 2. The said factory inspectors shall not be required 
to give surety nor personal recognizance for costs in making 
complaints in accordance with the provisions of section one 
of this act. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect on and after its passage. 
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